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MEMORANDUM' FOR THE DIRECTOR - .

SUBJECT: | Deélaséificétion Request.

. l.4thxs;xSsanhinterastlng.conundxum¢WLth;somaztnicky";fy_,‘g»
Overtones'ﬁfktﬁone:tfffijifj"damﬂge*?argument.cannotu:*- e
plausibly:be:made... five memos are more than a .
2¥aun:confirmationdandxsweaningjin are events...

- that- haveitaken-place. : Furthermore,.Vietnam is not at the

We.do nothant:to»beﬁlikecthe.Bourbon5>of;l&thscentuxthranceg

.mnment:awfrontéburnexrpublic;issue;mhance,:viatnammminﬁtiae.--{=j;5;

‘even minutiaefalsoiinvolving,the'Agencyﬁff are hardly prime. . '
':candidates:fo::frontrpagehtreatmentzq In this context,. . -

Mz Brownman'!s-recommendation (or,.-actually, endorsement of

Mr..Shackley's_recommendation)-isasensible'and has much

merit. -ols o

2. In my opinion, however, some.of | | - 25X1
argumentsﬁcannot_beﬂignored,-evenuthough,Iﬁwould(nct,sub-(; s
scribe to all:af his language. . (Whether [ |is fairly - = 25X1
described*asmaf?malicious:malcbntent?ais.debatable.and BEIRE
actually»besideithe«point;}&;PersOnallyygr‘am;worried about -
the'precedentﬁaspect;ofﬁQu:Eauthorizing_thevdeclassification
of these memos;.even -with-EA Division's recommended excisicons..

andrlosefeverything,by;beingiunwilling*(inﬁajChanging political:
climate)-to%give-up@anything;abut;neitbexxcan‘we»let“autselves eme
be-salamiedlto;deathiﬁiAlsc,'theufact1tha&{:;:::]originally-;4;?25Xi
filched these documents in defiance of then. and. still) o oo e
existing regulations. does seem to me to be pertinent and to . .7
make this case quite different from one,.say, where a retired
officer might write in to request declassification of old

memos he had worked on which he knows still repose in Agency
archives. I gag at seeing us take any action that could be
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construed as- sanct;fylng;or~acqulesc1ng in. the unauthorlzed
physical remaval. ofi'‘classified documents from Agency premises..

For this reason, my- personal preference would be to disapprove
25X1 | } request. .o
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